THE MAKING OF A
RADIO ROOKIES STORY
~DAY ONE TO AIR~

Keith Harris is a high school student and Radio Rookie, _
which means he’s reporting a story for the radio for
the first time. Keith learned to read and write two years _ /. '
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| before he joined Radio Rookies. h

Sanda Htyte is a Radio Rookies producer.
She works alongside Keith on everything

from story development to voicing narration.
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Founded Radio Rookies and is the story editor. '\
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At the beginning of the workshop,
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Rookies producer Sanda helps Radio Rookie '_";‘_-‘-‘-

Keith prepare for his first interview HO[F’ th.e mic close to your
subject’s mouth.

Always wear your headphones. .

And most importantly, .40l
listen closely and ask &
follow up questions!

Can | interview you
about your first crush?

........

,: For more on how we teach J il iy
{"_ Vox Pop Interviews, GO HERE e oL



https://vimeo.com/95749725

| love playing basketball

So what do you like to do and | love the Miami Heat

outside of school?
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| was born in Miami, but then | moved
to Guyana when | was a little kid.

| came to New York a few years ago
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| lived in Jamaica,

when | was little...
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You? In the

West Indies.

| guess we have
S P
something in common '
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With A Story Idea _

aptor 2. Comimg U

Most Radio Rookies start the program unsure
of what story they want to report.
That was definitely true for Keith.

Everyone take a marker and

start writing your story ideas
What are you passionate about?

on this “graffiti wall.” , _
Interested in? Curious about?

The only rule is no talking.

DARFU

To see a video on reporting
on an issue, GO HERE



https://vimeo.com/95745636

Why Darfur,Keith?

There is a genocide going on over there.

| want people to know about it.

| want to do a story that makes a difference.

; Hmmm...

) ) It would be tough to report a story
Keith wants to do something -

on a genocide that's happening

half a world aw

that might have an impact -

but | can’t hear a story on

Darfur working very well.
| just don’t know what access

he would have

At the next workshop \

we need to help him figure out

a topic that can help other people

but is also something he has

a unique perspective on




B Keith is nervous talking about his story ideas.

' _' So the Rookies producers tell him to try to
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| like basketball, and
I'm on the team,
but | thought | might not be.

What do you care about?

What really matters to you?

How do you spend your time?
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The coach said | had to get my
grade point average up to an 80.

mine was lowwww.

What happened?
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What's going on in school? Well.... Up until | came to high school...

Has anything changed?

| didn't know how to read or write.

a personal story, GO HERE

ow about if you close
your eyes and don't look

at us, and then say it

To see a video about reporting

That would be a powerful
story to tell, Keith!

And telling your story can make
a difference for other kids
struggling with learning to read.



https://vimeo.com/95749724

'_j-(__?'pté'—'r 4 Reporting:Y_our Story

Okay, FIRST, make a list of
people you need to interview.

Let’s fill out your story
planning worksheet

My teachers,
my guidance counselor

) ! L 5

Click here to see a e
Story Planning Worksheet

What about your mom?

< do you live how?
atis k'rﬁ lrl@ in EUYEHB?
‘ How was sthool for g



https://www.scribd.com/doc/198426785/Story-Planning-Worksheet

Keith's first interview is with his mom,

who was visiting from Guyana.

Well, school in Guyana was

brilliant. Very perfect.

How was my report card?

Keith used to get 75s

and | think that was good.

Woah! That's not true! | used to fail.

How am | going to get her to tell the truth??
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At the last minute, he hears

anda’s voice in his head,

Record your whole morning!
It will help bring listeners into
your world and will illustrate what

you're doing for your education.
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| and HERE. ()

Excuse me, I'm going to take the
SAT today for the first time.

Do you have any advice?

Just try to be calm,
and remember to
bring pencils.

OMG!

| gotta’ go
buys some
pencils now!



https://www.scribd.com/doc/198426782/Recording-and-Interviewing-Basics-Worksheet
https://www.scribd.com/doc/198426784/When-You-re-Recording-Worksheet

Miss, can | ask you a question
Did you ever take the SAT before?
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God bless you.
All the best.
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Chapter é: Editing Audio and Writing-a Scene Okay,so lets highlight the best ~ NN

parts of theaudio on the transcript.
Which moments do you like the best?

| like the woman
in the deli.

| think this moment is going to make T —

a great scene in your story. Every scene before the SAT

should have a main idea.

What's the main idea here?

To see a video about how to

produce a scene, GO HERE

How do you think it would've been

What tape of you on the morning

could help to show that? different for you if your mom were

here in New York?

She would've made me breakfast,

and probably made sure | had pencils

In order to give structure

to.Hhils sEera ol hseil 1 When | took the SAT test...

when | took the SAT test,
there was no one to make

write narration to give listeners

background info that they wouldn't
sure | had money or food.

be able to hear in the tape.

Okay, so finish

Click here to see how Keith
wound up writing that scene

this sentence:



https://vimeo.com/95745637
https://www.scribd.com/doc/199706153/Rookies-Worksheets-Keith-SAT-Scene-Transcript

Now that Keith has his interviews recorded,
his tape edited and some scenes written,
it's time to pull it all together into a story

Making a story is like putting together a very
difficult jigsaw puzzle, but with no picture to
work from. Each scene is a piece of the puzzle.
You can startout by figuring out where you might
want to begin and where you want to end.

Keith, what do you want to start with?

| asked her how | did in school in Guyana.

How about the scene with my mom, when

CLICK HERE to see an
early draft script

Sanda has a check-in with

Marianne, the editor

There is so much good tape and
he’s so likable. It's going to be a
great story. Right now it's too long.
Everything needs to be cut down
by at least 50%

Definitely

_f

Also, But | think we need
to get more of Keith in here

And he needs to interview his
mom again and ask her about
how he did in school in Guyana.

I'll ask him what other
details he'd like to include



https://www.scribd.com/doc/199720468/Rookies-Worksheets-KeithEarlyDraft

So, Marianne and | were thinking
we want more of YOU in the story.
What would help?

How about if | read
one of my poems?

Yes! How about we start
with that. What else?

Also,something about
Dwayne Wade, you know
how much | love him

| mean right around when | was )
learning to read the Miami Heat
won the NBA Championship!
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Mom, how did | do
in school in Guyana?

used to fail...

Because | was ashamed of you....
In America you developed very
fast, and you learn and | admire
everything you've done.

Yes! We have our ending!

CLICK HERE to see Keith's final script and listen to his story to see
how his mom, his poetry and the Miami Heat show up in the story



https://www.scribd.com/doc/199705993/Rookies-Worksheets-KeithTranscript

Chapter 8:Voicing Narration

1y 7 -

Okay, when you read this line of of narration,
just look at me and talk to me

2 years ago-| could not read or write.
It's easy for me to tell you now, but
| spent most of my life hiding the truth

2 years ago - | could not
read or write. It's easy
for me to tell you now, but
| spent most of my life
{ hiding the truth

try it again, but this time,
see if you can slow down,
especially on MOST OF MY LIFE

For tips on recording
narration, CLICK HERE. e _

One more time,
try talking with your
hands a little this time

2 years ago - | could
not read or write.

Better!

It's easy for me to
tell you now, but
| spent most of my
life hiding the truth



https://www.scribd.com/doc/198426786/Voicing-for-Narration-Worksheet

One of the final steps in producing a story is mixing the piece.
Radio Rookies works with engineers at WNYC, who polish

every breath and smooth out all the bumps

— e CLICK HERE for resources to learn
: more about editing and mixing

Finally the day has come, after 6 months of
hard work, Keith’s story airs in the morning

for thousands of WNYC listeners
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https://www.scribd.com/doc/200183680/Rookies-Worksheets-Mixing-and-Editing
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A broken heart by Keith Harris...
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http://www.wnyc.org/story/89238-read-a-book/
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